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What is…Classroom layouts                                Image courtesy of NYU Special Collections



What is… new book stacks                              Image courtesy of NYU Special Collections
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Source goes here

New York University
Special Collections Center

PROJECT STATS

2nd & 3rd 
Floors 

68,000 
square feet

9’-10” & 11’-8” 
floor to floor

3 
phases of construction

3 
Special Collections co-located

DESIGN AWARDS & RECOGNITION

2020
Architizer A+ Awards, Institutional 
Libraries, Special Mention

2020
AIANY Design Awards, 
Interiors, Merit Award

2020 
ALA/IIDA Library Interior Design 
Awards, Academic Libraries

2020
Architectural Record, 
Education Facilities



Project Goals

Create a sense of arrival to Special Collections.

Reflect the unique/unifying identity of the three collections.

Exhibit the collection via contact with primary source material.

Prioritize security and physical care of Special Collections materials.

Coordinate phasing of project with funding and academic calendar.



PROJECT GOALS

Sense of Arrival & Presence
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PROJECT GOALS

Reflect the Unique Identity of the Collection



North Reading 
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Entry
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PROJECT GOALS

Exhibit the Collection



PROJECT GOALS

Prioritize the Collection & Coordinate Phasing



PROJECT CHALLENGES

Managing Change



PROJECT CHALLENGES

Framing the Experience
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DESIGN DETAILS



DESIGN DETAILS

Illuminated Trusses



DESIGN DETAILS

Floating Frames



DESIGN DETAILS

Handkerchief Vaults
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The future of print
• https://lib.asu.edu/futureprint



Omnia omnibus ubique



The facilitated collection
• https://www.lorcandempsey.net/towards-the-facilitated-collection/



Three futures

• Print is archival
• Toute la mémoire du monde

• Print is vinyl
• Retro medium, high prestige, appreciable but limited audience

• Print is disposable
• Family of formats, print-on-demand
• Reinvented:  binding, typography, paper, size, layout

• The superstitious veneration of acid-free paper




